Book reviews 

The ESOM regulations stipulate that there is a mandatory reading assignment for each ESOM Session as preparatory homework. The following instructions should help you to read the books productively and to summarize what you have learned in writing.

Preliminary remarks:
The required reading and book review supplement your own personal study, discussion and reflection on each topic. Please submit your written book reviews to your trainer. Documentation of having done the required reading is a prerequisite for completing your training.

Technical requirements:
Length: Two sides (DIN/A4) for each book
Format: Typed. Font: 12 point Times, Times New Roman or Palatino. Margins: approximately 3cm on all sides.
Language: Mother tongue or English (your choice)

The book review has three parts:
1. Summary (half a page):
Summarize the main subject and scope of the book. What is it about? What topics are covered? The author should be able to recognize your summary as factually correct and accurate.
2. Critical evaluation (half a page):
What makes this book unique (strong points)? What surprised you positively? What gaps in content or presentation did you notice (weak points)? Did you expect more in any area? If so, what? Who should be reading this book and why (information about the target group that the author has in mind)? Have you read other books on this subject that you would recommend instead of or in addition to this book?
 3. Personal response (one page):
The entire second page is for your personal reflection and examination of the book. The following guiding questions can help you:
To what extent did this book help you gain new knowledge for future ministry work or evaluate past ministry work? To what extent did the book help clarify your current views on your convictions/ministry work/counseling? What new insights cause you to rethink and possibly make corrections in your lifestyle and/or ministry practice? What specific changes in your ministry work need to be made after reading this book? How does this book help equip you in the areas of theology, ministry work, counseling or character and walk with God?
